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PathWays PA
Mission
Statement
With offices throughout Southeastern
Pennsylvania and advocacy initiatives
on behalf of low-wage workers
statewide, PathWays PA provides
programs committed to the
development of client self-sufficiency
which leads to the fulfillment of our
mission:
“To help women, teens, children and
families achieve economic
independence and family well-being.”

PathWays PA is represented in a
number of ways online. Please use
the following links to find us:
- @PathWaysPolicy
- @EarnedSickTime
- @Paths2Benefits

- PathWays PA
- Financial Path$

- PathWays PA:
http://www.youtube.com/user/PathWaysPA
- Earned Sick Time:
http://www.youtube.com/user/EarnedSickTime

A

s we enter 2012, PathWays PA celebrates 34 years of providing
social, economic and residential services to vulnerable women,
children, teens and families in the community. For over three
decades, we’ve made it our mission to assist the underserved as they
transition from poverty to self-sufficiency. As the resources to help
those struggling and in need are shrinking, the demand for our
services and support continues to grow. At PathWays PA, we focus on
caring, efficient, targeted and innovative service delivery to ensure
maximum effectiveness for our families and individuals.
Each year we impact the lives of over 6,000 clients in the Greater
Philadelphia Region. As we approach the tax season, many more lowincome families will be served by our free Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) program. We provide IRS-certified tax preparation
for households with an annual income of $50,000 or less. With
locations throughout the Delaware Valley and New Jersey, PathWays
PA helps thousands of families receive their tax refunds typically
within 8 to 14 days, at no cost.
This is just one of the many services we provide to the
community. Critical residential programs for vulnerable teen girls and
families, truancy intervention, GED training, financial education,
policy-related research and advocacy as well as in-home supports
bolster our mission of moving families to economic independence,
even during this difficult economic climate.
Our work could never be achieved without the phenomenal
dedication of our staff and the steadfast determination of our clients.
Everyday we bear witness to success stories, heartwarming accounts
of the achievements of teen moms, family reunifications and families
in financial crisis who prosper after receiving financial education and
credit counseling from PathWays PA.
As you plan your charitable giving for 2012, we hope you will
consider a gift to PathWays PA. Your contribution will help transform
the lives of thousands of at-risk women, teens, children and families
in our area.
Wishing you peace, health and happiness in 2012,

To use this link, take
a picture with your
smartphone and use
a QRCode reader to
go to the link.

Support PathWays PA
through the United Way
of Southeastern PA
Donor Choice # 01619

Carol Goertzel
CEO/President

Bruce Oestreich
Board Chair

File Your Taxes for FREE!
Tax time is here! Instead of spending your hard-earned money on tax
preparation and filing fees, have your taxes prepared and filed for FREE
by highly qualified IRS-certified preparers.
PathWays PA’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program
provides free income tax assistance to individuals and families earning
less than $50,000 a year. The VITA program is available throughout the
five county Philadelphia region, as well as Camden, and offers filers free
access to their full Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and other tax credits.
You’ve worked hard for your money! PathWays PA can help you get and
keep your FULL refund. To schedule your appointment for free tax
assistance, call 610-543-5022 or 1-800-209-2914.

PathWays PA Refers New
Employees to Dinosaurium
Sarah Twomey, Business Development
Coordinator for PathWays PA, recently assisted
the Dinosaurium with its hiring needs.
Located in the Granite Run Mall, the
Dinosaurium is an interactive museum that
opened its doors in November.
Stationed at the CareerLink in Chester,
Sarah pre-screened all applicants for the
manager position at the Dinosaurium, and was

soon able to refer an excellent candidate to
the store. Once the new manager settled into
her role at the Dinosaurium, she was eager to
work with CareerLink to screen and hire
additional support staff.
Thanks to Sarah’s hard work and job
postings by CareerLink, the Dinosaurium
hired five additional employees.

CenterforFamilies
Success Story
Nakera Major arrived at the PathWays PA
Center for Families in August of 2011. Along
with her four children, Siniyah, Quamaine,
Jermaine and McKenzie, Nakera was looking for
a safe and stable living environment for her
family.
With help from the staff at the Center,
Nakera was able to enroll her children in the
local school system. Her daughter Siniyah is a
first grader at Garnet Valley Elementary School,
and her oldest son, Jermaine, participates in the
local Head Start program.
Since arriving at the Center for Families,
Nakera has completed parenting classes, life

skills training and housing education classes.
The recent reunion with her extended family
has had a great impact on Nakera’s transition to
self-sufficiency and well-being. Most
importantly, PathWays PA helped Nakera’s family
stay together, even though they were going
through a very difficult time.
Nakera is currently working to acquire
housing. After years of struggling, her hard
work has finally paid off, as she is in the process
of signing a lease for an apartment for her
family. After moving into her new home, Nakera
has aspirations to complete her GED and
continue her education.

Basic Center Program Love
After I stopped believing
That love could ever be real,
Giving up on what I knew,
I thought my heart wouldn’t heal.
To me, love was just a game,
A game that I could never win.
Losing everything I had,
Everything that could’ve been.

The PathWays PA Basic Center Program, also known as the Girls SHElter, is
located in West Philadelphia. The program offers runaway prevention and
intervention services for teen girls under the age of 18 who have run away,
are homeless or are at risk of being a runaway and/or homeless youth.

The Basic Center Program offers:
• A safe and stable living
environment for runaway or
homeless youth
• Educational programming
• Basic life skills training
• Health screening referrals
• Assistance with family
reunification or appropriate
placement

ProjectPeace

Then here you come into my life,
Changing the thoughts in my mind.
Bringing me to a new start,
Leaving all of my pain behind.
You’re the reason that I write,
Brand new poems of true love,
Everything that I’ve dreamed of.
You showed me how to love again,
The things I lost, in you I found.
You gave me a reason to smile,
You said I had no need to frown.
I will forever be grateful
For everything you had to give,
All the happiness I needed,
And another reason to live.
Every time I hear your name,
A smile forms across my face.
A new feeling…everlasting,
That I know nothing can replace.
I’m so thankful that I have you,
You’re there when I need you most.
And I know that whenever I need you,
I can always hold you close.
- Desaree Custis
A former client of PathWays PA’s
Basic Center Program

Project Peace provides case management
services as well as community based parenting
services to teenage parents, male and female.
Project Peace’s focus is to improve life skills,
parenting capabilities and overall, assist with
improving one’s way of life. Project Peace
works to ensure that all teen participants are
afforded the opportunity to attend and
complete high school; with the potential of
furthering their education to college or
technical trade services. With a strong belief in
family preservation Project Peace encourages
family unity by extending support services to
caregivers and paramours of the teens utilizing
services. Project Peace offers services in both
Philadelphia and Delaware County.

Did you know?
Our Project Peace program, which originated in Philadelphia,
has expanded to Delaware County.

Did you know?
A record-breaking 314 client
families were adopted this year!

Success Story
Jhonelle Needman, a single mother and client of PathWays PA’s
Supervised Independent Living (SIL) program, was lucky enough to
be adopted through the 2011 Adopt-a-Family holiday giving program.
SIL is a residential program that offers Jhonelle services to enhance
her parenting skills, emotional well-being as well as help her attain
self-sufficiency. While the program has been a great resource for
Jhonelle and her young daughter, London, the teen mother was
worried about providing Christmas gifts for London.
“The Adopt-a-Family program made our holiday wonderful!” said
Jhonelle. “I wouldn’t have been able to see my daughter smile as she
opened gifts on Christmas morning if it wasn’t for Adopt-a-Family. I
just want to thank everyone involved in the holiday program!”
As Jhonelle works on furthering her education so she can pursue a
career in the medical field, she now has happy holiday memories that
she and London can cherish for years to come.

Thank you to our corporate sponsors who adopted over 25 families each for the holidays!
PECO Energy
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young

Bull Market Toys Donates to the
Adopt-a-Family Program
We would like to thank Mike Olafsson and Bull Market Toys for donating
over 200 toys and action figures to our Adopt-a-Family program. The toys
were delivered on our weekend gift drop off day on Saturday, December 17,
and wrapped by our fabulous holiday volunteers. Thanks to the generosity of
Bull Market Toys, and all of our Adopt-a-Family donors, all of our client
families were adopted for the holidays!
Mike Olafsson presenting donations
from Bull Market Toys

PathWays PA Receives National Honor
PathWays PA was recently named as a 2011 Best Nonprofit to Work For Award
Winner by Opportunity Knocks. Opportunity Knocks, a national nonprofit job
board and HR resource and career development website, selected five national
recipients based on employee nominations. Recognition was based on the
following criteria: quality of work/life balance, the organizations’ adherence to its
mission, camaraderie of employees, unique benefits, training programs and career
paths. This award is recognition of the hard work and dedication of our
committed staff, board of directors and leadership team.
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PathWays PA Board of Directors
Chairperson
Bruce Oestreich- The Boeing Company
Vice Chairperson
Jane Barr Pino – Jane Barr Pino & Associates
Secretary
Sabrina Brooks – PECO
Treasurer
Kelly O’Leary – Chubb Group of Ins. Co.

PathWays PA Board Members
Donna Brennan – Donna Brennan Associates
Robert F. Grieb –
The Diversified Services Group, Inc.
Patricia M. Hamill – Conrad O’Brien
Jane Hiller Farran – Wharton Executive Education
The Rev. Maxine Maddox Dornemann –
Community Representative
Amy Mathis – Advisors Asset Management, Inc.
Patricia Miller – Nobel Learning Communities, Inc.
Catherine Sennett – Jackson Cross Partners, LLC
Crystal Shannon – Vanguard
Suzanne M. Tavani – Communications Consultant
Shanaz Tejani-Butt –
University of the Sciences in Philadelphia

Legal Advisor:
Kassab Archbold & O’Brien, L.L.P.

Leadership Team
Carol Goertzel, President and CEO
Marianne Bellesorte,
Senior Director of Policy and Public Relations
Brenda Dawson, Senior Vice President
of Children and Family Services
Fran Franchi, Director of Development
Lyn Kugel, Vice President,
Workforce Development and Self-Sufficiency
Jamie Preston, Senior Director, Adult Education

Newsletter Creative Team
Fran Franchi, Editor
Pam Przybylski, Editor
Cathy Peluso, Design

Questions or comments?
Please send them to
Ffranchi@pathwayspa.org. or call
610-543-5022.

Give to PathWays PA!
There are many different ways that you can give to PathWays PA, including:
- Memorials/In Honor Of Gifts: Remembering a loved
one by a memorial gift to PathWays PA is an important part
of supporting the programs and services we offer to
thousands of women and children in the region.
- Planned Giving: Your legacy of compassion for
women, children and families can live on forever. Please
consider supporting PathWays PA with a planned gift.
- Agency Wish List: We are always in need of baby clothing
and equipment as well as
personal hygiene items
Did you know?
for women.
You
can
now donate items to
For our complete agency
PathWays
PA through
wish list, or to give a gift
Amazon.com. You can find our
online,
Amazon Wish List at
visit our website at
http://amzn.to/PathWaysPA.
www.pathwayspa.org.

