Winter/ Spring 2013

Family Focus Newsletter
Thank You to Our 2012 Adopt-a-Family Donors!
The staff, board of directors and client families of PathWays PA would
like to express our gratitude to our wonderful holiday donors this
year. Because of their support, kindness and generosity, all of
our client families were adopted!
Our biggest 2012 corporate Adopt-a-Family sponsors this
year were PECO with 67 adopted families, Stradley Ronon
Stevens & Young with 30 adopted families, and The Boeing
Company with 18 adopted families! The Phillies participated in our
Adopt-a-Family campaign this year and surprised the children with a
special guest appearance by The Phillies Phanatic, who hand-delivered
gifts to them!
Thanks to our fantastic donors, supporters and volunteers, all of the PathWays PA Adopt-aFamily client participants were able to have happy and joyful holidays with their children.
Happy New Year from PathWays PA!

Save the Date
35th Anniversary Spring Celebration
Wine, Cheese & Chocolate
Cocktail Reception
Wednesday, May 8th
6:00-9:00 pm
Duportail House, Chesterbrook
Cocktail Reception & Silent Auction
Featuring wines, cheeses and chocolates
from our local region
Live musical entertainment provided by
Lights Out, a tribute band to Frankie Valli
& The Four Seasons
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“PathWays to the Stars”
PathWays PA’s 35th Anniversary Gala
Friday, November 1st,
6:30-10:30PM
The Franklin Institute, Philadelphia
Cocktail Reception, Dinner, Live Entertainment,
Recognition Ceremony and a Live and Silent Auction

For more information or questions about tickets, sponsorships or ad purchases for The Spring Event or
the 35th Anniversary Celebration Gala, contact Fran Franchi at ffranchi@pathwayspa.org or 610-543-5022 x205.

Message from the Leadership Team
PathWays PA
Mission
Statement
With offices throughout
Southeastern Pennsylvania and
advocacy initiatives on behalf of
low-wage workers statewide,
PathWays PA provides programs
committed to the development
of client self-sufficiency, which
leads to the fulfillment of our
mission:
“To help women, teens,
children and families achieve
economic independence and
family well-being.”

Dear Friends and Colleagues As we approach the exciting 35th Anniversary of PathWays PA, we have much to celebrate. With the
support of the United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey, The Philadelphia
Foundation and our respective boards of directors, we have entered a formal partnership with
Women In Transition (WIT), whereby WIT is a subsidiary of PathWays PA, while maintaining their
own 501(c)(3), mission and services. This is a step forward for both organizations and the women
and families we serve. The partnership will enhance coordination efforts, innovative services and
provide invaluable synergy beyond what either organization could achieve alone.
Be sure to read the article Roberta Hacker, Executive Director of WIT, and I wrote about the
partnership in the January 29th online Philadelphia Social Innovations Journal! And please join us
on February 26th at The Philadelphia Foundation from 4-5:30 PM to celebrate our partnership!
PathWays PA is embarking on several new initiatives:
•We’ve opened a Transitional Living Program (TLP), a residential program for teen girls and teen
moms, in Chester. We’ll also be able to work with teen girls in the community at our new office
at 419 Avenue of the States, Suite 401, Crozer Building, Chester.
•We’re opening the first commuter VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) site in Suburban
Station in Philadelphia, by Regional Rail Tracks 1 and 2. The idea behind this site is to provide
free tax preparation while offering both “drop off ” services and appointments.
•We’ll be coordinating CAN, the Camden Asset Network, which brings together and expands the
free tax and asset development access in Camden, New Jersey.
•We’ll be offering adult education and computer classes in the Northwest area of the city through
support from Dollar General and The Free Library!

PathWays PA is on social media!
You can find us on:

As we continue to expand our services, we’d like to thank those who have recently recognized our
work. The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce (GPCC) honored PathWays PA in November
with the “Non-Profit of the Year” 2013 Excellence Award; the Executive Leaders’ Radio honored our
board chair, Bruce Oestreich, as a leader bringing together the nonprofit and business world; and
Philadelphia City Council honored us on January 24th with a resolution for the GPCC’s Excellence
Award! Thank you to our staff and supporters for making our work possible.

- @PathWaysPolicy
- @EarnedSickTime
- @Paths2Benefits

- PathWays PA
- Financial Path$

- PathWays PA:
http://www.youtube.com/user/
PathWaysPA
- Earned Sick Time:
http://www.youtube.com/user/
EarnedSickTime

PathWays PA receiving Resolution from Philadelphia City Council, Jan. 24th
As we move forward in our commitment to low-income women, children and families, we find
more need, fewer resources and diminished funding for our work. With your help, our dedicated
staff could change, improve and transform so many more lives.
Whether it’s a fundraiser or “friendraiser,” your gift and support allows us to make a difference!

To use this link, take a
picture with your smart
phone and use a QR
Code reader to go to the
link.

Thank you for caring!

Bruce Oestreich

Support PathWays PA
through the United Way
of Southeastern PA!

Donor Choice
# 01619

Carol Goertzel
CEO/President

Bruce Oestreich
Board Chair

Elizabeth, a student at University of the Arts and a musician, came
to PathWays PA for free tax preparation. The PathWays PA tax
preparer suggested she consider enrolling in the Individual
Development Account (IDA) Program, as it’s a matched savings
program for working students. Program participants save money
every month and receive four times the amount they have saved, up
to $4000, for education upon completion of the program. Elizabeth
enrolled shortly after their meeting.
IDA participants are required to take part in financial education.
With the help of the PathWays PA Financial Educator and IDA
Coordinator, Elizabeth began credit counseling to reduce her debt.
The Financial Educator helped Elizabeth develop a realistic
spending plan that allowed her to significantly decrease her credit

card debt. The PathWays PA
Financial Educator helped
Elizabeth pay some of her
debt while saving money
to put toward her
educational goal and
IDA. In January, Elizabeth
completed her IDA savings
program and received the 4:1
match to pay her tuition. With the
guidance of PathWays PA, Elizabeth
was able to pay down her credit card debt, avoid additional student
loan debt and finance her education!

You may have noticed that this flu season has
caught the attention of the news media. One aspect
in particular is gaining momentum: The fact that 1
in 3 workers nationally can’t afford to stay home
when they are sick.
CNN Money, 6ABC, Business Finance Magazine
and The Philadelphia Inquirer are among those
reporting on the lack of paid sick days. Now, you
have the opportunity to do something about it.
On January 24th, Philadelphia’s City Council reintroduced The Healthy
Families and Workplaces Act, a bill that ensures all workers in Philadelphia can
earn up to seven paid “sick and safe” days each year to be used in the event of
illness or domestic violence.
PathWays PA and our Coalition for Healthy Families and Workplaces are striving
to keep workers from risking their access to food, heat or shelter when they fall ill.
Many employees don’t earn sick days, including 93 percent of Philadelphia’s
restaurant workers. Sick days also protect healthy patrons, clients and coworkers.
In fact, sick days are good for everyone’s bottom line, including businesses.
For instance, a recent article in the Journal of Occupational and Environmental
Medicine reported that businesses lose $160 billion annually due to reduced
productivity from employees who work while sick.
As Philadelphia gets to work on this bill, we urge you to to share your thoughts
on earned sick days with Councilmembers. You can reach City Council at 215-6862840. To learn more about the issue go to phillyearnedsickdays.com.

PathWays PA Honored
with “Non-Profit
Organization of the Year”
Excellence Award
PathWays PA is thrilled and honored to be
recognized by the Greater Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce as the “Non-Profit
Organization of the Year” for 2013! The 30th
Annual Excellence Awards dinner took place
at the Hyatt Regency Philadelphia at Penn’s
Landing on November 15, 2012.
“Receiving the Chamber’s Excellence Award
for ‘Non-Profit Organization of the Year’ for
2013 gives PathWays PA increased visibility and
credibility – it is the most prestigious award
we have received,” said Carol Goertzel,
President and CEO.

MoneyMatters:

Get Your Full Tax Refund for FREE
PathWays PA’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program
provides free income tax assistance to filers earning less than $51,000 a
year. Our IRS-certified tax preparers can help you file your taxes and
receive your full refund, for no cost at all!
For more information, call 610-543-5022 or visit pathwaysVITA.com.

VITA tax services are offered at:
Delaware County
• CareerLink: 701 Crosby St., Chester
• PathWays PA: 310 Amosland Rd., Holmes
• J. Lewis Crozer Library
• Franklin Mint Federal Credit Union: 2501 Seaport Dr., Chester

Philadelphia
• CareerLink: 990 Spring Garden St.
• CareerLink: 3210 Red Lion Rd.
• Women in Transition: 21 S. 12th St., 6th Fl.
• Calvary United Methodist Church: 801 48th St.
• Suburban Station: 16th St. & JFK Blvd. (inside station at
entrance of Regional Rail tracks 1&2)

Thank You to
All Our
34th Anniversary
Gala Supporters
and Sponsors
Over 200 PathWays PA supporters gathered at the
Union League to attend our “PathWays to the Stars”
34th Anniversary Celebration event on November 2nd.
Our 2012 Trailblazer Honorees were Councilman
William Greenlee; Charisse Lillie, Vice President of
Community Investment, Comcast Corporation; and
Leslie Stiles, Board President of the Pennsylvania
Conference for Women.
Thank you to our gala sponsors, PECO, The Boeing
Company, Chubb Group of Insurance Co., and The
Phillies, and to everyone who supported this event.
Because of your support, PathWays PA was able to raise
over $140,000, which will help us continue to further
our mission of helping women, children, teens and
families achieve economic independence and family
well-being.
For more event photos and highlights, please go to
www.pathwayspa.org and click on “Events.” All photos
are courtesy of Bonnie Tormey.

Congratulations to our 2012 Honorees! (L-R) Board Chair B r u c e O e s t r e i c h , The Boeing
Company; Honoree L e s l i e S t i l e s , Pennsylvania Conference for Women; Honoree C i t y
C o u n c i l m a n W i l l i a m G r e e n l e e ; Honoree C h a r i s s e L i l l i e , Comcast; and PathWays PA
President & CEO C a r o l G o e r t z e l .

Event host Pat Ciarrocchi,
CBS 3 /CW Philly 57

Thank You!
PathWays PA would like to say a special thank you to some of our major 2012 funders:
•Bank of America
•BJ’s Charitable Foundation
•The Boeing Company
•Children’s Trust Fund
•Citizens Charitable Foundation
•Connelly Foundation
•Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry
•Dollar General Literacy Foundation
•Family Values at Work
•Samuel S. Fels Fund
•Kimberly-Clark
•IRS
•Lincoln Financial Foundation
•The Mayor’s Commission on Literacy
•Pennsylvania Department of Education
•PECO

ResidentialPrograms

•Pennsylvania Fund for Workforce
Solutions/United Way of Pennsylvania
•Philadelphia Foundation
•Philadelphia Youth Network
•Rorer Foundation
•TD Charitable Foundation
•United Way of Greater Philadelphia
and Southern New Jersey
•United Way of Greater Philadelphia
and Southern New Jersey/United Way
of Southeast Delaware County
•U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services
•Valentine Foundation
•William Penn Foundation
•WOMEN’S WAY

*List includes funders that donated $5,000 or more.

PathWays PA is excited to announce the opening of its new
Transitional Living Program (TLP) in the city of Chester! Chester
has some of the highest levels of poverty, unemployment and
high school drop-out rates in the country and 75 percent of the
city’s adults in poverty are women. TLP is offering services in
Chester in order to help address the city’s high level of need.

This program offers temporary housing to runaway and
homeless, single women/mothers between 16-21 years old. TLP
works with residents to complete education, secure
employment and enhance parenting skills. We welcomed our
first residents into the new facility at the beginning of February.

PathWays PA: Making Changes in the Community

• Project Peace has helped 390 pregnant and/or parenting
teen girls in Philadelphia and 103 in Delaware County
since July 2011.
• In its first full year, PathWays PA’s Girls SHElter provided
temporary shelter for more than 30 runaway and homeless
teen girls.
• 6 of the 11 vulnerable teen girls enrolled in the Supervised
Independent Living program that graduated from high
school in 2012 were accepted into college.

2013 Calendar of Events
Lighting the Path for 35 Years
As we enter our 35th year of service to the Greater Philadelphia Region, PathWays PA
has created a year of celebratory events. See what we have planned!
Monday, January 21st
10th Annual Mentoring Recognition Luncheon
Water Works Restaurant & Lounge
Thursday, January 24th
Resolution Presentation at Philadelphia City Council
Council Chambers in City Hall
Monday, February 18th
Legislative Breakfast
8:00-9:30AM
Tuesday, February 19th
PathWays PA & ROC Present “Behind the Kitchen Door”
Book Release
Free Library of Philadelphia Central Librarion – 6:00PM
Saru Jayaraman will speak about her new book, Behind the Kitchen Door
Tuesday, February 26th
PathWays PA & Women in Transition (WIT) Partnership Celebration
The Philadelphia Foundation – 4:00-5:30PM
Celebrating the partnership of PathWays PA & WIT

Sunday, April 14th
PathWays PA & Ten Thousand Villages in Media
Ten Thousand Villages in Media – 12:00-5:00PM
An afternoon of shopping around the world benefitting PathWays PA
Wednesday, May 8th
35th Anniversary Spring Celebration: Wine, Cheese & Chocolate
Cocktail Reception
Duportail House, Chesterbrook – 6:00-9:00PM
Event will feature a cocktail reception, silent auction and fine wines,
cheeses and chocolates. Live musical entertainment will be provided
by Lights Out, a tribute band to Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons
Stay tuned for more details on the following events:

• Stand for Children Reception (April)
• Philadelphia Happy Hour (June)
• Play Day at Fairmount (August)
• Main Line Today’s “Women on the Move” Luncheon (October)
• 35 Years of Women and Work (October)
• 35th Anniversary Celebration “PathWays to the Stars” Gala (Nov. 1st)
• 2013 Adopt-a-Family Holiday Campaign: Final Drop-off Day (Dec. 14th)
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PathWays PA Board of Directors
Chairperson
Bruce Oestreich – The Boeing Company
Vice Chairperson
Jane Barr Pino – Jane Barr Pino & Associates
Secretary
Sabrina Brooks – PECO
Treasurer
Kelly O’Leary – Chubb Group of Ins. Co.

PathWays PA Board Members
Donna Brennan – Donna Brennan Associates
Pamela Godwin – Change Partners, Inc.
Robert Grieb – The Diversified Services Group, Inc.
Patricia Hamill – Conrad O’Brien
Jane Hiller Farran, Ph.D. – Wharton Executive Education
The Rev. Maxine Maddox Dornemann –
Community Representative
Amy Mathis – Calvert Investments Inc.
Patricia Miller – Nobel Learning Communities, Inc.
Catherine Sennett – Jackson Cross Partners, LLC
Suzanne Tavani – Communications Consultant
Shanaz Tejani-Butt Ph.D. – University of the
Sciences in Philadelphia

Legal Advisor
Kassab Archbold & O’Brien, L.L.P.

Leadership Team
Carol Goertzel – President and CEO
Marianne Bellesorte – Senior Director of Public Policy
and Media Relations
Brenda Dawson – Senior Vice President
Fran Franchi – Director of Development
Lyn Kugel – Vice President of Workforce Development
and Self-Sufficiency
Dan Marsh – Controller

Newsletter Creative Team
Fran Franchi – Editor
Kelsey Dodds – Assistant Editor
Cathy Peluso – Graphic Designer

Questions or comments?
Contact Fran Franchi at
ffranchi@pathwayspa.org or
610-543-5022 x205

Interested in helping PathWays PA?
Here are some ways you can help!
- Memorials/In Honor of Gifts: Remembering a loved
one by a memorial gift to PathWays PA is an important part of
supporting the programs and services we offer to thousands
of women and children in the region.
- Planned Giving: Your legacy of compassion for
women, children and families can live on forever. Please
consider supporting PathWays PA with a planned gift.
- Agency Wish List: We are always in need of baby clothing
and equipment as well as personal hygiene items for women.
- Amazon.com Wish Lists: You can now donate items to
PathWays PA through Amazon.com! Find our wish lists at
http://amzn.to/PathWaysPA
For our complete agency wish list, or to give a gift online,
visit our website at www.pathwayspa.org.

